By the end of the 19th century the condition was considered to result from prolonged worry or sudden shock, and a 1950 review concluded that severe emotional stress precedes the onset of hyperthyroidism in over 90% of cases (3) (4) . The latter study did not show any increase in per capita rates of antithyroid drug utilization before and after the civil disorders developed. In the same setting, relapse of thyrotoxicosis after cessation of carbimazole was unrelated to involvement in bomb-blasts.
More recent investigations involved either standard¬ ized interviews (5) (6) (7) or population-based case-control studies using self-rated questionnaires (8, 9 
